
Cold Harbour Writing Progression: EYFS 

 Level 
EYFS 

Phonic & whole 
word spelling 

Handwriting Planning, drafting 
and editing 

Vocabulary 
Grammar 
Punctuation 

YR  
Autumn 
1 

40-
60b 

Hears and says initial 
sounds, writing them 
alongside a ditty e.g m 
= Maisie, mountain, 
mountain. 

-Draws lines and circles using 
gross motor movements. (Moving 
and handling) 
-Begins to use anticlockwise 
movement and retrace vertical 
lines. (Moving and handling) 
-Uses one-handed tools and 
equipment, e.g. makes snips in 
paper with child scissors. (Moving 
and handling) 
-Holds a pencil between thumb 
and two fingers, no longer using 
whole-hand grasp. (Moving and 
handling) 
-Can copy some letters, e.g. 
letters from their name. (Moving 
and handling) 

-Can recognise, use and 
enjoy mark making 
materials. 
-Attempts to mark make 
independently with some 
control. 

-Sometimes gives 
meaning to marks 
as he/she draws 
and paints. 
-Ascribes 
meanings to 
marks that he/she 
sees in different 
places.  

YR  
Autumn 
2 

40-
60b+ 

-Hears and says the 
initial sound in words. 
-Differentiates 
between different 
letters and symbols.   
 
 
 

-Holds a pencil near point between 
first two fingers and thumb and 
uses it with good control. (Moving 
and handling) 
-Shows a preference for a 
dominant hand. (Moving and 
handling) 
-Begins to form cursive lower-case 
letters in the correct direction, 
starting and finishing in the right 
place 

-Can copy over/under a 
model. 
-Imitates adults’ writing 
and understands the 
purpose of writing. 

-Gives meaning to 
marks he/she 
makes as he/she 
draws, writes and 
paints 
-Writes his/her 
own name. 

YR  
Spring 1 

40-
60w 

-Links sounds to 
letters, naming and 
sounding the letters of 
the alphabet. 
-Can segment the 
sounds in simple 
words and blend them 
together. 
-Begins to break the 
flow of speech into 
words. 
-Begins to make 
phonic attempts at 
words. 

-Begins to form recognisable 
letters in cursive script. 

-Aware of the different 
purposes for writing. 
-Orally rehearses ideas 
for writing. 

-Continues a 
rhyming string 
-Attempts simple 
forms of writing 
such as labels, 
lists and other 
things such as 
captions. 

YR 
Spring 2 

40-
60w+ 

-Uses some clearly 
identifiable letters to 
communicate 
meaning, representing 
some sounds correctly 
and in sequence. 

-Handles equipment and tools 
effectively, including pencils for 
writing.  
 

-Begins to read own 
writing 

-Write simple 
regular words. 
-Attempts to write 
short sentences in 
meaningful 
contexts.  

 

YR 
Summer 

ELG 
40-
60s/
40-
60s+ 

-Uses his/her phonic 
knowledge to write 
words in ways which 
match their spoken 
sounds 
-Spells some words 
correctly and others 
are phonetically 
plausible. 
-Writes some irregular 
common words. 

-Uses a pencil and holds it 
effectively to form recognisable 
letters, most of which are correctly 
formed in cursive script. 
-Show some control over size, 
shape and orientation in writing.   
 
 

-Reads work back to 
check for mistakes/ 
missing words 

-Writes simple 
sentences which 
can be read by 
himself/herself 
and others. 
-Shows some 
understanding of 
punctuation; full 
stop, capital letter 
and finger spaces. 
 

YR 
Summer 
2 

Ex 
ELG 
 

-Spells phonically 
regular words of more 
than 1 syllable as well 
as many irregular but 
high frequency words 
(ELG Exc). 

-Begins to be able to write on lines 
and control letter size (ELG Exc). 
(Moving and handling) 
-Holds paper in position and uses 
his/her preferred hand for writing, 
using a correct pencil grip (ELG 
Exc). (Moving and handling) 

 Uses key features 
of narrative in 
his/her own writing 
(ELG Exc). 

 

 


