
Cold Harbour Writing Progression: Level 1 

 Level 
1 

Phonic & whole 
word spelling 

Handwriting Planning, 
drafting and 

editing 

Vocabulary 
Grammar 
Punctuation 

Y1  
Autumn 
1 

1b -name the letters of 
the alphabet in order 
-begin to spell 
common exception 
words 

-sit correctly at a table, 
holding a pencil 
comfortably and 
correctly 
-revise formation of 
cursive lower-case 
letters in the correct 
direction, starting from 
the line and finishing in 
the right place 

 

-saying out loud 
what they are going 
to write about 
-composing a 
sentence orally 
before writing it 

-leaving spaces between 
words 
-Can write simple words and 
sentences to communicate 
meaning so that the majority 
of the work can be 
read/decoded by an adult 
without help from the child 

Y1  
Autumn 
2 

1b+ -using letter names to 
distinguish between 
alternative spellings of 
the same sound 
-make plausible 
attempts at spelling 
using phonic 
knowledge 

-form some cursive 
lower-case letters in the 
correct direction, starting 
from the line and 
finishing in the right 
place 

 

-discuss what they 
have written with the 
teacher or other 
pupils 

 

-Understand how words 
combine to make sentences. 
-begin to show an 
awareness of how full stops 
are used 
 

Y1  
Spring 1 

1w -spell some exception 
words 
-using –ing, –ed, –er 
and –est where no 
change is needed in 
the spelling of root 
words 

-form most cursive 
lower-case letters in the 
correct direction, starting 
from the line and 
finishing in the right 
place   
-form capital letters 
-form digits 0-9 
 

-re-reading what 
they have written to 
check that it makes 
sense 

 

-joining words and joining 
clauses using "and" 
-write a short story using 
sentences 
-show an awareness of how 
capital letters and full stops 
are used 
-use capital letters for 
names 

Y1 
Spring 2 

1w+ -spell many exception 
words 
-use the prefix un– 
-begin to use the 
spelling rule for adding 
–s or –es as the plural 
marker for nouns and 
the third person 
singular marker for 
verbs 

-understand which 
letters belong to which 
handwriting ‘families’ 
and to practise these 
-begin to use some of 
the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes to join 
some letters together 

-sequencing 
sentences to form 
short narratives 

-begin to use capital letters 
and full-stops to demarcate 
sentences in some of his/her 
writing. 
-use capital letters for 
names and the word I 
joining words and joining 
clauses using "but, so" 

Y1 
Summer 

1s -spell words 
containing each of the 
40+ phonemes taught 
-spell the days of the 
week 
-spell all exception 
words for Y1 
-use the spelling rule 
for adding –s or –es 
as the plural marker 
for nouns and the third 
person singular 
marker for verbs 
-apply simple spelling 
rules and guidance 
from Appendix 1 

-begin to use some of 
the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes to join 
many letters together 

-plan and write 
logical sentences in 
a variety of contexts 
e.g. narrative, non-
fiction 
-read aloud my 
writing clear enough 
for others to hear 
me 
 

-use capital letters and full-
stops in most sentences 
-begin to use question 
marks and exclamation 
marks 
-use capital letters for 
names, places, days of the 
week and I. 
-use some time conjunctions 
to sequence ideas e.g First, 
Next, Then, Last 
-joining words and joining 
clauses using a range of 
conjunctions: and, but, so, 
because’ 

Y1 
Summer 
2 

1s+    Confidence and competency 
with all of the above, 
applying to a range of writing 
genres, across the 
curriculum. 

 

 


