
Cold Harbour Writing Progression: Level 4 
    Level 

4 
Phonic & whole 
word spelling 

Handwriting Planning, drafting 
and editing 

Vocabulary 
Grammar 
Punctuation 

Y4  
Autumn 
1 

4b Use the first three or 
four letters of a word to 
check its spelling 
in a dictionary. 
 
Spell words ending 
with the ‘g’ sound spelt 
‘gue’ and the ‘k’ 
sound spelt -que e.g. 
rogue, tongue, 
antique, unique. 
 
 
Spell words with the ‘s’ 
sound spelt ‘sc’ e.g. 
science, scene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revise, where 
necessary, the use the 
diagonal and horizontal 
strokes that are needed 
to join 
letters and understand 
which letters, when 
adjacent to one 
another, are best left 
un-joined. 
 
 

Plan his/her writing by 
discussing, comparing 
and recording ideas in 
review of writing similar 
to what they are 
planning. 
 
Draft and write by 
composing and 
rehearsing sentences 
orally 
(including dialogue), 
building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and 
range of sentence 
structures with 
reference to English 
Appendix 2. 
 
Draft and write in 
narratives, creating 
settings, characters 
and plot with 
consideration for the 
audience and purpose. 
 
Proof-read for spelling 
and punctuation errors. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the 
effectiveness of his/her 
own 
writing linked to the 
steps to success criteria 

Use a pattern of three for 
description and expand 
effectively e.g. he was 
surprisingly old, totally bald 
and wore a cheeky grin. 
 
Use expanded noun phrases 
more consistently and 
confidently by modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases e.g. ‘the 
teacher’ 
expanded to: ‘the bright blue, 
beautiful butterfly with the 
fluttering wings on its back’’. 
 
Use commas after fronted 
adverbials. 
 
Use inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech e.g. The 
conductor shouted, ‘Sit 
down!’ - a 
comma after the reporting 
clause; end punctuation 
within 
inverted commas. 
 
Use apostrophes to mark 
plural possession e.g. the 
girl‘s name, 
the girls’ names. 
 
 

Y4  
Autumn 
2 

4b+ Place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately 
in words with 
regular plurals e.g. 
girls’, boys’ and in 
words with irregular 
plurals e.g. children’s. 
 
To write words with 
apostrophes to mark 
omissions- contracted 
forms. 
 

Further increase the 
legibility, consistency 
and quality of his/her 
handwriting e.g. by 
ensuring that the 
downstrokes of letters 
are parallel and 
equidistant; that lines of 
writing are spaced 
sufficiently so that the 
ascenders and 
descenders of letters do 
not touch. 

Plan smartly by 
organising paragraphs 
around a theme. 
 
In non-narrative 
material, plan to use 
simple organisational 
devices for a purpose.. 
 
Proof-read for spelling 
and punctuation errors 
linked to varying 
conjunctions to prevent 
repetition. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the 
effectiveness of his/her 
own 
writing linked to the use 
of organisational 
devices and 
conjunctions with the 
reader in mind. 

In non-narrative material, use 
simple organisational devices 
e.g. heading, subheading, 
basic paragraph summaries 
 
Use paragraphs to organise 
ideas around a theme. 
 
Understand the grammatical 
difference between the plural 
and the possessive -s. 
 
Use more sophisticated 
conjunctions e.g. although; 
however; despite, in addition, 
in conclusion 
 
Understand the following 
terminology: pronoun, 
possessive pronoun,  
 

Y4  
Spring 1 

4w Use the prefixes in-, 
im-, il-, ir-, sub-, inter-, 
super-, anti-, auto-. 
 

Use joined handwriting 
consistently. 
 
Become meticulous with 
handwriting legibility – 

Plan his/her writing by 
discussing writing 
similar to that which 

Show consistency in their 
decisions as to whether to 
use pronoun or noun, within 
and across sentences, to aid 
cohesion and avoid repetition. 



focus on careful use of 
size e.g. in words such 
as minimum, children 
strive towards precision 
in size of all lower case 
letters. 

he/she is planning to 
write, in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
proposing changes to 
grammar and 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including 
the accurate use 
of pronouns in 
sentences, expanded 
noun phrases and 
fronted 
adverbials using a 
comma as openers 

Construct a variety of similes 
using ‘like’ or ‘as’, and 
metaphors e.g. razor-sharp  
 
Begin to be more specific with 
word choices e.g. ‘the man 
got into the car’, might 
become, ‘Simon jumped 
quickly into his red BMW’. 
 
Increase range of adverbials 
and ensure positioning of 
these throughout the 
sentence to fit purpose, 
including using fronted 
adverbials e.g. Panting 
heavily, she stopped.  At long 
last, they had decided.  He 
was fine, yesterday morning. 
Later that day, I heard the 
bad news.  

Y4 
Spring 2 

4w+ Understand and add 
the suffixes -ation, 
-ous. 
 
Add endings which 
sound like ‘shun’ spelt 
-tion, -sion, -ssion, 
-cian e.g. invention, 
tension, discussion, 
magician. 
 

Evaluate and reflect 
upon handwriting looking 
at size and orientation – 
edit and improve 
handwriting to develop 
precision. 

Clearly identify the 
viewpoint from which 
they will be writing and 
consider the intended 
effect of their writing on 
the reader, adjusting 
planning to accomplish 
this.. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
proposing changes to 
grammar and 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including 
the accurate use 
of apostrophes to show 
the omission of letters 
in contracted forms, 
using short sentences 
to build tension.  
 
Begin to understand the 
different purposes of 
conjunctions and 
clauses to add variation 
to sentence details and 
structure 
 

Begin to use rhetorical 
questions e.g. in persuasive 
writing - how would you like to 
live on the street? 
 
Can use interesting language 
to sustain and develop ideas 
– MUST pick up on 
‘ambitious’ may be using very 
adventurous language, 
although inaccurately.  May 
use a dictionary/thesaurus.  
 
Can select interesting 
strategies to move a story 
forward e.g. characterisation; 
dialogue with the reader; 
scene changing 
 
Begin to use a hook to draw 
reader in to writing e.g. 
dialogue, action or vivid 
description 

Y4 
Summer 

4s Spell homophones 
accept/except, 
affect/effect, ball/bawl, 
berry/bury, knot/not, 
medal/meddle, 
missed/mist, 
rain/rein/reign, 
scene/seen, 
weather/whether, 
whose/who‘s. 
 
 

Write in a joined cursive 
style automatically and 
fluently. 
 
Begin to develop speed 
of handwriting in joined 
script, being careful not 
to become untidy with 
presentation. 

Confidently read his/her 
own writing aloud, to a 
group or the 
whole class, using 
appropriate intonation 
and controlling tone 
and volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 
 
Proof-read for spelling 
and punctuation errors, 
including the use of the 
apostrophe for 
possession and speech 
punctuation. 
Evaluate and edit by 
proposing changes to 
grammar and 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including 
the accurate use 

Use standard English forms 
for verb inflections instead of 
local spoken forms e.g. we 
were instead of we was, or I 
did, instead of I done. 
 
Can write in a lively and 
coherent style 
 
Can advise assertively, 
although not 
confrontationally, in factual 
writing 
 
Use an increasing range of 
sentence structures for effect 
e.g. a series of short 
sentences to increase pace. 
Understand the following 
terminology: determiner 
 



of a range of 
conjunctions and 
connective phrases and 
their purposes to add 
variation to sentence 
details and structure 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the 
effectiveness of his/her 
own and others’ writing 
and suggesting 
improvements. 

Continue to extend the range 
of sentences with more than 
one clause, by using a wider 
range of conjunctions 
 

Y4 
Summer 
2 

4s+ Spell more complex 
words that are often 
misspelt with 
reference to English 
Appendix 1. 
 
Write sentences from 
memory, dictated by 
the teacher, that 
include words and 
punctuation taught so 
far. 
 

  Confidence and competency 
with all of the above, applying 
to a range of writing genres, 
across the curriculum. 

 

 


