
Cold Harbour Writing Progression: Level 5 
    Level 

5 
Phonic & whole 
word spelling 

Handwriting Planning, 
drafting and 

editing 

Vocabulary 
Grammar 
Punctuation 

Y5  
Autumn 
1 

5b Use the first three or four 
letters of a word to check 
spelling, 
meaning, or both of these 
in a dictionary. 
 
Use a thesaurus. 
 
Spell word endings which 
sound like ‘shus’ spelt 
-cious or -tious 
e.g. vicious, delicious, 
ambitious, cautious. 
 
Spell word endings which 
sound like ‘shil’ spelt -cial 
or -tial e.g. 
official, partial. 
 
 
 
I 

Write increasingly 
legibly, fluently, and 
with increasing speed, 
through improving 
choices of which shape 
of a letter to use 
when given choices and 
deciding whether or not 
to join specific 
letters. 
 
 

Plan his/her writing of 
narratives by 
considering how 
authors 
have developed 
characters and 
settings in what the 
class have 
read, listened to or 
seen performed. 
 
Draft and write 
narratives, describing 
settings, characters 
and 
atmosphere, and 
integrating dialogue to 
convey character. 
 
Draft and write by 
using devices to build 
cohesion within a 
paragraph e.g. then, 
after that, this, firstly. 
. 
 

Understand verb prefixes 
e.g. dis-, de-, mis-, over- 
and re-. 
 
Use devices to build 
cohesion within a 
paragraph e.g. then, 
after that, this, firstly. 
except, despite, in 
comparison to, instead of,  
 
Use paragraphs 
consistently and 
appropriately. 
 
Inverted commas and 
other punctuation to 
indicate direct speech (for 
example, use of a lower 
case letter after a question 
or exclamation, where the 
speaker is identified after 
the dialogue, e.g. “STOP!” 
screeched Mum.  
 
Understand the following 
terminology: Cohesion, 
Atmosphere, verb prefix. 
 

Y5  
Autumn 
2 

5b+ Spell words ending in 
-ant, -ance/-ancy, -ent, 
-ence/-ency e.g. 
tolerant/tolerance, 
transparent/transparency. 
 
Spell words ending in 
-able and -ible, also -ably 
and -ibly e.g. 
adorable, possible, 
adorably, possibly. 
 

Write increasingly 
legibly, fluently, and 
with increasing speed -  
dditing and improving 
handwriting where 
necessary. 

Plan his/her writing by 
noting and developing 
initial ideas, 
drawing on reading 
where necessary. 
 
Draft and write by 
using further 
organisational and 
presentational devices 
to structure text and to 
guide the 
reader e.g. headings, 
bullet points, 
underlining. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
ensuring mostly 
consistent and 
correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of 
writing. 
 

Convert nouns or 
adjectives into verbs using 
suffixes e.g. 
-ate, -ise, -ify. 
elasticate, standardise, 
solidify. 
 
Use brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate 
parenthesis. 
 
Colons to introduce 
speech in play scripts. 
Other punctuation 
conventions of play scripts, 
such as lack of inverted 
commas for speech and 
brackets/italics for stage 
directions.  
 
Use commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid 
ambiguity. 
 
Understand the following 
terminology:  
Parenthesis, bracket, 
dash. ambiguity. 
 

Y5  
Spring 1 

5w Spell words containing 
the letter-string ‘ough’ 
e.g. bought, 
rough, through, bough. 
 

Write increasingly 
legibly, fluently, and 
with increasing speed, 
by 

Plan his/her writing by 
identifying the 
audience for and 
purpose of the writing, 
using other similar 
writing as 

Indicate degrees of 
possibility using adverbs 
e.g. perhaps, 
surely, or modal verbs e.g. 
might, should, will, must. 



Spell some words with 
‘silent’ letters e.g. knight, 
psalm, solemn. 
 

choosing the writing 
implement that is best 
suited for a task. 
 

models for his/her 
own. 
 
Draft and write by 
selecting appropriate 
grammar and 
vocabulary, 
including that within 
English Appendix 2. 
 
Draft and write by 
linking ideas across 
paragraphs using 
adverbials of time e.g. 
later, place e.g. nearby 
and number 
e.g. secondly or tense 
choices e.g. he had 
seen her before. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
ensuring correct 
subject and verb 
agreement 
when using singular 
and plural, 
distinguishing between 
the 
language of speech 
and writing. 

Use relative clauses 
beginning with who, which, 
where, when, 
whose, that, or an omitted 
relative pronoun. 
 
Link ideas across 
paragraphs using 
adverbials of time e.g. 
later, 
place e.g. nearby, and 
number e.g. secondly, or 
tense choices 
e.g. he had seen her 
before. 
 
Confidently use rhetorical 
questions 
 
Understand the following 
terminology: Modal verb, 
relative pronoun, relative 
clause.  

Y5 
Spring 2 

5w+ Homophones and other 
words that are often 
confused e.g. whose and 
who’s 

 Draft and write by 
précising longer 
passages. 
 
Plan the use of further 
organisational devices 
to structure texts and 
begin to guide the 
reader. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
proposing changes to 
vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation to 
enhance effects and 
clarify meaning 
English 
Appendix 2. 

Begin to use expanded 
noun phrases to convey 
complicated information 
e.g. the rare and beautiful 
butterfly, whose blue and 
green wings are about six 
inches across and have 
crimson tips 
 
Use a pattern of three for 
description and expand 
each part into a full phrase 
to make it effective e.g. 
using repetition ‘we have 
been struggling to find 
food we can afford, clothes 
thick enough to keep us 
warm and transport that is 
direct enough to get us to 
work on time.’ 
 
Construct a variety of 
effective similes and 
metaphors 
 
Recognise passive verbs 
and begin to use them in 
formal speech and writing 
 
Produce well-structured 
and organised writing 
using a range of 
conventions of layout.  
 
Can choose from a wide 
range of known, 
imaginative and ambitious 
vocabulary. 
Vary sentence length and 
order to confidently sustain 
interest. 



Y5 
Summer 

5s Use knowledge of 
morphology and 
etymology in spelling and 
understand that the 
spelling of some words 
needs to be learnt 
specifically, as with the 
word list in English 
Appendix 1. 
 

Begin to develop my 
own style of handwriting 
– fluent, cursive, legible 
and used at speed 
when necessary.  

Recognise and make 
the choice whether to 
use first, second and 
third person  
 
Proof-read for 
punctuation errors, 
including use of 
brackets, 
dashes or commas to 
indicate parenthesis. 
Use of commas 
to clarify meaning or 
avoid ambiguity. 
 
Proof-read for spelling 
errors linked to 
spelling statements for 
Year 5. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the 
effectiveness of his/her 
own 
and others’ writing. 
 
Perform his/her own 
compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, 
volume, and 
movement so that 
meaning is clear. 

Produce writing that is 
varied, interesting and 
thoughtful. 
 
Can use appropriate 
informal and formal styles 
with confidence e.g. 
standard English, 
conversational. 
 
Confidently use a hook to 
draw the reader in to 
writing e.g. using dialogue, 
action or vivid description 
 
Use tenses accurately and 
consistently 
 
Can use punctuation for 
effect e.g. exclamation 
mark, dashes, ellipsis. 
 
Begin to show conscious 
control over word order 
and use of techniques to 
adapt writing to the needs 
and interest of the reader 
 
 
 

Y5 
Summer 
2 

5s+ Use knowledge of 
morphology and 
etymology in spelling and 
understand that the 
spelling of some words 
needs to be learnt 
specifically, as with the 
word list in English 
Appendix 1. 
 

  Confidence and 
competency with all of the 
above, applying to a range 
of writing genres across 
the curriculum. 

 

 


