
Tropical Birds, Year 3 and 4  

Autumn Term 2   

RIVERS AND FLOW  

  

Literacy   

We are focusing on the book The Wind in the Willows. Children will be taught a range of literacy skills surrounding 

this text. This unit will be planned to develop the use of grammar in character descriptions, introducing formal letter 

formats and creative vocabulary within writing. Guided reading sessions will develop the children’s inference and 

deduction skills, while building their confidence with reading.   

Maths  

This half term, we will be focusing on securing the children’s understanding of place value and developing written 

addition and subtraction.  In Year 3, the children will be working with numbers up to 1000. They will be finding 10 

and 100 more and less of numbers, estimating and reading numerals in words before commencing work on addition 

and subtraction.   In Year 4, the children will be focusing on numbers with up to four digits as well as problem solving 

involving addition and subtraction and developing their estimating and checking skills.   

  

Curriculum foci  

Geography: Plotting a river from its source and the key features. To understand why people settle near rivers?  

PSHE:  Being me and my world by developing self awareness and team building.   

D&T and ART: Based on the local history creating ‘Roses and Castles’ canal art and creating traditional clay 

vessels. This is to apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures of 

their clay designs and evaluate in relation to their plan.  

Science: Animal in their natural habitat which is linked to the visit to Furzton lake.  

History: Industrial revolution and its effect on the local industry and development of canals .   

Home learning  

Weekly home learning is also set which is intended for you to talk about and explore with your child/children to help 

either prepare them for or share their understanding of the concepts being covered in school. If your child makes 

something to share with the class, there will be an opportunity for them to do so. The tasks are as follows and should 

be handed in on the following Thursday.  

  

Homework   

This term we are focusing on spellings, times tables and reading daily. When reading with your child please record 

this in the diary provided. Ensure that you ask lots of questions about what they have read.   

.   



Reminders  

All children need to have their P.E kits in school every Monday and take them home on Friday.  Library books 

also need to be in school on your child’s library day so that they can be changed regularly.   

Flamingo class have PE every Wednesday and visit the library every Monday.  

Macaw class have PE every Monday pm, and visit the library every Monday.  

Hummingbird class have PE every Monday and visit the library every Tuesday.   

  

Snacks  

Children may bring in a piece of fruit, some vegetable snacks, dried fruit or a fruit bar to have at morning break but 

please do not send in anything which contains nuts due to allergies within school.  

  

Important Dates for your diary:  

  

18.09.18                                   School trip- Furzton lake (Hummingbird)  

20.09.18                                   School trip- Furzton lake (Flamingo & Macaw)  

05.10.18                                   Harvest Festival   

16.10.18       5-8pm                  Parent consultations  

18.10.18       3.30-5pm             Parent consultations  

24.10.18                                   Year 4 residential – Caldecotte Xperience 

25.10.18                                   Year 4 residential – Caldecotte Xperience 

  

  

Thank you for your continued support,   

Ms Rusnakova, Mrs Robinson, Mr Ripley and Miss Horvath.  


