
Tropical Birds, Year 3 and 4 
Autumn Term 2 2017 
Tribal Tales 
 

Take a moment to step outside and stand quietly and still. Turn off all your technology and try to forget the 

modern world. Imagine this place 5000 years ago. What would you have seen? What tribal tales will you have to 

tell? This half term’s topic links together elements of history and geography with art, design and a scientific 

investigation. Have a look at this website to find out more https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z82hsbk  

 

Literacy  
Our Write Stuff units this half term will focus on the books Wolves In The Walls and The True Story Of The Three 

Little Pigs. Children will use a range of drama strategies to explore the inner thoughts of characters, using the 

ideas collated to develop narrative pieces. Rich language choices will be encouraged through the use of 

thesauruses and effective word choices celebrated in class. Regular reading with an adult helps to develop your 

child’s vocabulary as the pronunciation of challenging words can be correctly modelled and their meaning 

discussed.  

 

Maths 
Following on from the work on addition and subtraction covered last half term, children in Tropical Birds will be 

developing their ability to use multiplication and division strategies flexibly. This will include building fluency in 

recalling all multiplication facts to 12 x 12, using this knowledge to multiply larger numbers, and derive associated 

division facts. Learning on these operations will also be connected to work on measures, including calculating 

area and perimeter, and solving worded problems.  They will also be taught strategies to use the inverse 

operation to check their answers.  

 
Curriculum foci 
Geography: exploring aerial photographs and linking to archeology  

Art & Design: Using different materials to mimic the work of early cave painters, designing and making clay 

beakers 

Computing: Year 3 - drawing, Year 4 - Internet Research and Communication and Photo Stories  

Science: exploring shadows, devising an experiment to investigate rusting  

Cross Curricular Maths: measurement, time linked to chronology and timelines 

 

Home learning 
Weekly home learning is also set which is intended for you to talk about and explore with your child/children to 

help either prepare them for, or share their understanding of the concepts being covered in school. If your child 

makes something to share with the class, there will be an opportunity for them to do so. The tasks are as follows 

and should be handed in on the following Thursday. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z82hsbk


Homework Tasks:  
Friday 10th November  Look closely at any pets you have at home, draw them in the style and colour of early→  

cave art.  Don’t have a pet, don’t worry, choose animals native to England to be the focus for your cave art. 

Friday 17th November    we know that historians find out about life in the past from the objects they find. What→  

would a historian of the future find out about you?  Write a newspaper report to show this. 

Friday 24th November   Make a poster or information page about a famous prehistoric monument.→  

Friday 1st December    What did a Bronze age settlement look like? Make a model to show this.→  

Friday 8th December   Write a story set in one of the prehistoric ages - will it be set in the Stone, Bronze or→  

Iron age? 

In addition to this, Maths homework will be sent home on Friday each week. There will also be spellings to learn. 

Regular reading is encouraged, and those children reading from the lexile scheme will be accruing points towards 

certificates with each quiz they complete. 

 

Dojo 
Please ensure that you are signed up to and have access to your child’s Class Dojo account.  However, please 

ensure all absences are reported to Mrs Youngworth or Mrs Prosser in the  office at the start of the day. 

 

Reminders 
All children need to have their P.E kits in school every Monday and take them home on Friday.  
Library books also need to be in school on your child’s library day so that they can be changed regularly.  

Flamingo class have PE every Friday, and visit the library every Monday. 
Macaw class have PE every Monday and Wednesday, and visit the library every Monday. 
Hummingbird class have PE every Monday and visit the library every Tuesday.  
 

Snacks 
Children may bring in a piece of fruit, some vegetable snacks, dried fruit or a fruit bar to have at morning break 

but please do not send in anything which contains nuts due to allergies within school.  

Pots of yoghurt are not appropriate for children to walk around eating at breaktime. 

 

Important Dates for your diary: 
December 4th - Due date for deposit of £10.00 for the Sea Life visit 

December 5th - Carol Concert at St Mary’s Church, Bletchley 5.30p.m. start 

December 6th - Nasal flu vaccinations 

December 8th - 2nd installment due for Year 4 Caldecotte Residential Visit  

December 13th - Chartwells Christmas Lunch 

December 14th - Christmas Party (p.m.) 

December 15th - Last day of term 

 

Thank you for your continued support,  



Mrs Cook, Mr Ripley and Mrs Woods. 


