
Tropical Birds, Year 3 and 4 

Spring 1 Term 

Road Trip USA 
 

Buckle up, sunglasses on - we’re going on a road trip across the good-old US of A!  Flying from 
London Heathrow and landing at JFK airport New York, it’s time to explore the sights and sounds 
of the Big Apple and the rest of the country.  Use your map skills to navigate your way around 
some of its most famous landmarks and learn about the history of the Native Americans through 
their customs and traditions.  It’s going to be a long ride, put the roof down and let the wind blow 
through your hair - we’re off!   

 
Literacy  
Our Write Stuff units this half term will focus on persuasive texts.  Children will produce a holiday 
brochure enticing their readers to visit the United States of America. Formal letter writing will end 
the half-term with the children writing to a famous author inviting them to come and visit our 
school.  Guided reading sessions will allow the children to focus on their comprehension of varied 
text types along with taking their Scholastic quizzes.  Each class will also share a class novel on a 
daily basis, giving the children an opportunity to hear how to read aloud. 

 
Maths 
This half-term will have a focus on number and measurement.  Children will learn about Roman 
Numerals and rounding.  Converting units of time and reading both analogue and digital clocks 
will help the children to understand how time can fly.  Problem solving and reasoning will be very 
heavily based on time, with lots of focus on verbalising our mathematical reasoning.  At the end of 
the half term we will revisit division.    

 
Curriculum foci 
Geography: Identify and locate different parts of the world using maps and to understand how 
humans impact physical features of the globe. 
Art & Design: Draw detailed sketches of the Iroquois longhouses, use natural materials to create 
dream catchers and journey sticks  
Computing: Google sheets  
Science: electrical circuits  
Cross Curricular Maths: temperature recording comparing Uk and USA 

 
Home learning 
Weekly home learning is also set which is intended for you to talk about and explore with your 
child/children to help either prepare them for, or share their understanding of the concepts being 
covered in school. If your child makes something to share with the class, there will be an 
opportunity for them to do so. The tasks are as follows and should be handed in on the following 
Thursday. 

 

Homework Tasks:  
Friday 5th January→ Research to create a timeline of Native American history.  Decide which 
events are most important and write a caption to go with each date and explain what is 
happening. 
Friday 12th January → Native American symbols can vary in meaning from one tribe to another 
and across different regions.  Symbols were used for a variety of reasons and are depicted on 
numerous objects.  What can you find out about this mysterious language. 
Friday 19th January → Find out about the Battle of Little Big Horn.  Why is it such an important 
historic event? 
Friday 26th January →  There have been many US presidents over the last 100 years.  How 
many can you find?  Write a story biography about one of them.   



Friday 2nd February → Make a playlist of different American songs you could listen to on our 
road trip.  Make sure you have a song from a range of genres, such as blues, jazz, country, rock, 
hip-hop and rock and roll. 

 
In addition to this, Maths homework will be sent home on Friday each week. There will also be 
spellings to learn.  Regular reading is encouraged, and those children reading from the lexile 
scheme will be accruing points towards certificates with each quiz they complete. 

 
Dojo 
Please ensure that you are signed up to and have access to your child’s Class Dojo account. 
 However, please ensure all absences are reported to Mrs Youngworth or Mrs Prosser in the 
 office at the start of the day. 

 
Reminders 
All children need to have their P.E kits in school every Monday and take them home on Friday.  
Library books also need to be in school on your child’s library day so that they can be changed 
regularly.  
Flamingo class have PE every Thursday and Friday, and visit the library every Monday. 
Macaw class have PE every Wednesday and Friday, and visit the library every Monday. 
Hummingbird class have PE every Monday and Thursday and visit the library every 
Wednesday.  

 
Snacks 
Children may bring in a piece of fruit, some vegetable snacks, dried fruit or a fruit bar to have at 
morning break but please do not send in anything which contains nuts due to allergies within 
school.  
Pots of yoghurt are not appropriate for children to walk around eating at breaktime. 

 
Important Dates for your diary: 
January 9th - Hummingbird class start their string musical lessons 
January 10th - Young Voices - selected children   
January 27th - Strictly Milton Keynes 10.00 - 16.00 TBC 
February 9th - Grandparents afternoon 13.30 - 15.00 

 
   Thank you for your continued support, Mrs Woods, Mr Ripley and Miss Kara . 

 


